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New York 


enings This Week 


Pride's Crossing-Biltmore, 11/20/50. T. Edward Hambleton presents Victor Wolf- 
son's play with Mildred Dunnock, Tamara Geva and Katherina Bard. Staged by Martin 
Manulis.,.Edwina Black-Booth, 11/21/50. English pley by William Dinner and William 
Morume Produced by Donald Flamm. Starring Signe Hasso and Robert Harris...The Re- 
lapse-Moroseo, 11/22/50. Theatre Guild presentation of John Van Brugh's comedy star- 
ring Cyril Richard and Medge Elliott. Directed by Richard..+Ring Around the lioon- 
Mertin Beck, 11/23/50. Christopher Fry's translation of Jean Anouih's French play. 
Lucille Watson, Oscar Karlweis and Stella Andrew are included in cast. Gilbert Mil- 
ler is producer and director... Guys and Dolls-46th St.Theatre, 11/24/50. Feuer & . 
Mertin musical production of Runyon storiese -Music and lyrics by Frank Loesser, with 
Robert Alda, Vivian Blaine and Same Levene...The Golden State-Fulton, 11/25/50, 
Semuel Spewack comedy starring Josephine Hull, Ernest Truex and Jocelyn Brando. 
Staged and directed by the Spewackse > 


Daily Reviewers Rate the New Plays 


The Country Gir}-Lyceum, 11/10/50. Clifford Odets writing and direction hit 
the critical jackpot with all’ but two of the daily revierers. Play about life back- 
stage was billed as Qdets' best to date. Portrayals by Uta Hagen, Paul Kelly and 

Steven Hill rated top complimentse All noted that Qdets, without @ chip on his 
shoulder was one of the. top modern playwrights. Dissenters were Coleman, Mirror, 
and Hawkins, World-Telegram & Sun, They thought the language of the actors was much 
too pretentious to be believable. McClain, Journal American, suggested that the last 
scene Was unnecessary. Mirror critic thought an outside director might have done a 
better job. 


Bell, Book and Candle-Barrymore, 11/14/50. Rex Harrison and Lilli Palmer 
teamed to win a set of rave reviews for John van Druten's light comedy of modern 
witchcraft. Barnes, Herald Tribune, and Watts, Post, agreed with their colleagues 
that the acting, direction and production was perfect, but they thought the final act 
was labored and unfunnye Jean Adair won plaudits as an aging witche Several critics 
admitted-theme of play made them look with afresh view at their friendse Chapman, 
News, nominated author-director as official "cupid" of League of NeY.Theatres. Haw- 
kins, WT&S, enjoyed the comedy so much he would have gladly by-passed the intermis- 
sione 


Weekly Critics View the Shows -- ‘additional digests on back page 


The Lady's Not for Burning-Royale, 11/8/50. Four weekly appraisers joined band 
wagon for Christopher Fry's poetic drama starring John Gielgud end Pemela Browne 
They included critics of Times, Newsweek, Billboard ond Cuee Latter supported play 
because "it is thing of beauty, music set to words". Wliot Makeham continued to win 
top honors among supporting cast. Gibbs, ‘New Yorker and Hobe, Variety, filed "so-so" 
reportse Both suggested Fry's exuberance can best be tamed by 2 good editors. Ré-~- 
viewers, by the way, received complimentary copies of the text from the producer. 


Editorial Pros & Cons 


Sudden closing of The ‘Barrier after four performances can only-be blemed on the 
producers themselvese i{usical drama starring Lawrence Tibbett end Muriel Rahn toured 
Subway Circuit waiting for house. \When ‘Burning Bright folded, play opened on two 
days’ public notice. Show received several raves, some mixed reviews, but no actual 
panningse Because most of the public didn't know show was open; lack of business 
closed it in a2 hurrye 
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Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will 
be hits. “So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show 
for an entertcining or stimulating evening, 


1. NY Times ll. Newark News” ©: 21..Catholic World 
2e: NY Herald Tribune . 12. Women’s Wear Daily 226 Commonveal 

NY News ‘13. Deily Worker 236: Cue 

4. NY Mirror 14, Wall Street Journal 24. ChroScislionitor . 
NY Compass (PM, ‘Ster) ‘15. Journel of Commerce 256 SateReview Lite 
6. NY Post © 16. George Jean Nathon 26. Newsweek 

NY Sun (lMorehouse) 17. Morning Telegraph 27. Time. 

8. NY Journal Americen 18. Variety 28, Nation 

9e World Telegram & Sun 19. Billboard 29. New Republic 

10. Brooklyn Eagle 20. Theatre Arts 30. New Yorker 


Affairs of State+Music Box, 9/25/50. Prot 11 votes, Cont 1-6+7=10-11-12-14-16- 
20-22-24=25-26+29. Nong? 13+17+21+23-28. 


Arms and the Men-Arene, 10/26/50. Prot 4-10-11-12-18-19-23-29, Cont 1-2-3-5+ 
6-7-8-9-14-15-16-26, 


Bell, Book and Candle-Berrymore, 11/14/50. Prot 1-+3-+4-5-8-9-10-11-12. Con: 2-6 
Bleck Chiffon-48th St. Theetre, 9/27/50. Prot 20 votess Cont 


Cell Madam-Imperial, 10/12/50. Prot 22 votese Cont 19-29. So-v0t 3. 


The Cocktail, Port y-Miller, 1/2/50. Prot 21 votese Cont 1-9-13+14-22-25-29. 
So-Sot 16-30, 


The Oountry Girl-Lyceum, 11/10/50. Prot 1-2-3-5-6-7-8-10-11-12. Cont 4-9, 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes-Ziegfeld, 12/8/49. Prot’21 votes. Cont 6-21-28, 
So-Sot 16-19-22-23-27. None: 256 


‘The Happy’ Time-Plymout hy 1/24/50. Prot 21 votese Cont 


Hilde Crane-Coronet, 11/1/50. Prot 3-4-6-8-9-10-11-12-15-18-24. Cont 1-2-5-14- 
19-23-27-28-30, 


‘Kiss Me, Kate-Shubert, 12/31/48. Pro: 28 votes. Cont 29. Nonet 28. 


The Lady's Not for Burning-Royale, 11/5/50. Prot 1-2-4-6-7-5-9-10-11-19-23-26- 
272 Cont 3-5-126 S0-S08 18-30. 


The Member of the Wedding-Empire, 1/5/50. Prot 26 votes. Cons 16. So-S0s 2-22-30 
Mister Roberts-Alvin, 2/13/48. Prot 24 votese Cont 21-24, So-S0t 13-16-17. 


Pardon Our French-Broadway, 10/5/50. Prot 10-11-12-15-18, Cont 2-3=4-6-7-14-16- 
19-21-23-26-27-30. So-S0% 1-5-8-9. 


Peep Show-\/inter Gorden, 6/28/50. Prot Cons 
12-16-20-26-27-28-29-30. So-so: 3-14-18. None: 9-13-21-22-24- -25. 


Peter Pan-St. James, 4/24/50. Prot 21 votese Cont 8=13-16-30. so-so: 6-14-19, 
Cort, 9/28/506 Prot 20 votes. Cont 10-12-24-28, So-so: 11, 


South Pacific-Majestic, 4/8/49 ‘pros 19 votes» Cont 27, So-Sot 23, 
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‘ ' Green Room Department ' 


CRITICS BEVWARE...«Two items show ingenuity of producers to skirt drama critics abuse. 
British play dissatisfied with press notices invited Members of Parliament to 
appraise production, As majority of opinions were favorable, local newspapers 

, were informed how their representatives voted, reports London Leisure.,.New TV 
show will pit opinion of critics end columnists on entertainers against ap- 
plause meter of eudience, 


PROMOTION PLANS, « «Council of Living Theatre set up by League of NeYeTheatres to pro- 
mote theatre on nation wide basis. Producers will be levied to pay the bill. 
"The play's the thing" will double as slogan and as theme song yet to be writ- 
ten by Arthur Schwartze National Theatre \/eek, essay contests, historical 
booklet, radio and TV programs ore 2lso plannede Robert Sherwood is chairman, 
Gerald Goode is publicity director. 


RALLYING POINTS..«Recent progress of ANTA and American Theatre Wing are rallying 
points for entire theatre industry to move ahead, comments Theatre News Weekly. 
Some day theatre may be taken out of the "luxury". class, Some day even ® cam- 
paign speech might have words of recognition, respect and reer ye liv- 
ing theatree 


THEATRE LEFTISTS.,eRepentance of theatre people who ihindl fashionable Red tide is 
now the vogue, notes Coniff, Journal Americane Many discovered that it was 
easier to succeed if you belonged to certain groupse Now that the situation 
has changed, Coniff sees no reasou why these: people should be deprived of a 
livelihood, but he is keeping his eyes on those entertainers he knows want to 
help Communism, 


ENTERTAINHENT TIPS,. Richard Armstrong, president of Portland University, has @ red, 
hot idea for a Broadway musical that he would like to discuss with a producer, 
reports lMarkets, Confidential., Billboard recommends to an olert sponsor of TV 
a dramstic series featuring John Mekent end caapeae, Sven leads in The Lady's 
Not for Burninge 


SISTFR aCTe.eFirst American theatre sister act aeenoel in May, 1767; Burr, | Playbill, 
learneds They were the Storer. sisters. Three appeared in Richard III. Two 
sisters married the same leading man, John Henrys victims of an emotional di- 
sease Burr bills as "John Henry Sickness"s 


ROLE OF CRITICe.eExperimentation isn’t a sin, John Steinbeck, author’ of the short- 
lived Burning Bright reminded thé critics in SRle He wondered at the vehemence 
of the reviewers who attacked the language and method of his play, but never 
the themee He frankly admits the language and methqd were experiments. During 
the out of town tryouts he noted that -the younger. playsoers accepted them, but 
many of those over 45 closed their mindse He thanked Bone, Variety, and Norton, 
Boston Post, for returning te play and noting the changese Author had fun in 
writing and producing the play. 


FIRST NIGHT JITTFRS...Granting that first night jitters a@re a hazard, Pollock, Compass 
doesn't believe they should be an excuse. What good is a piece of property if 
it looks its worst the day you have to sell it? Actors at recent openings of 
the two Shaw productions seemed to be Att ing it out, hoping something would 
to them. 


Rondom’ Items 


Shows that closed include The Gioconda Smile, The Curious Savage, lirs. Warren's 
Profession end Death of a Salesmone.eRichard McLaughlin named drama critic of Freeman 
Hobe Morrison, Variety, named to Red Cross Blood Donor Committee for Entertainment 
Industrys.eHerald Tribune public notice ad hunting for drama critic and editor for a 
national magazineoseKap Monohan, Pittsburgh Press, broadcast his drama reviews via 
radio during the recent newspaper strikee.«The Barrier may seek new backers; reopen. 


* Interview Round Up * 


BASIL RATHBONE..eThe Gioconde Smile actor was engered by the sudden closing of 
the Huxley play, Field, Mirror, discovered, He didn't consider it a smash play, but 
it did have depth and character. The critics don't understand their responsibility 
to encourage young playwrights. \hen they see thet even a veteran like Huxley can't 
make the grade they might not even make the try. 


IRENE SELZNICKessProducer of Bell, Book and Candle is really fed up with tongue 
sendwiches and containers of coffee, shé compleined to Rice, Post. Diet was imposed 
by strict 20 hour a day schedule of productions Producing a play with a small cast 
hes as mony headaches @s producing one with large cast. 


iisRTIN BECKeseAmericen Theatre: \/ing secretary revealed plons for cont inu- 
ing the school on permanent basis to Theatre Nevs. \weeklye love was made now before 
most GI benefits expire. it will remain” tomplet ely practical and prot 
issue of "Stage Door Centeen” is one of the fund raising plans» - 


DAVID WARFIELD...Famous sector, sged 84, now living in apartment on Central fark 
West isn't writing his memoirs, Wilson, Post, reportse The actor isn't impressed 
with the criticisms of TV. It is much the same in the theatre when some people ap- 
plaud an actor only to show theother people they know him. 


' Weekly Critics Rate the Shows ' 


The Barrier-Broadhurst, 11/2/50=11/4/50. Gibbs, Nev Yorker, considered Hughes- 
Meyerowitz musical drama fairly effective theatre. \ihile he didn't think much of the 
acting, the singing of Lawrence Tibbett, Muriel Rahn and Wilton Clary was exceptional, 
Critics of Cue, Variety and Christian Science Monitor didn't think the various ele- 
ments jelled. 


The Day After Tomorrow-Booth, 10/16/50-11/4/50. Crisler, Christian science 
Monitor, enjoyed the Frederick Lonesdale comedy with Lielville Cooper. But Kerr, 
Commonweal was very disappointede The few bright lines showed what the rest of the 
evening might have been. Writers of irresponsible comedy can't afford to be serious 
or high-minded. 


Hilda Crane-Coronet, 11/1/50. Crisler, CCM, ean only classify Samson Rephel- 
son's play as “commerciel”, The main character defies analysis from any other stand- 
point. He did give Jessica Tandy a shining " a" for effort. 


MBS Rudy Vallee backs up NBC Henry Morgan's open invitation to NeYedrama cri- 
tics to "go soak their heads in sulphuric dcid". He wished that he did his dise 
jockey program from New York rather than Hollywood. Then the «ctor, director and 
producer would have a: radio outlet to stete his side of the question and to strike 
back at the criticse Vallee thinks the critics have had their way for too longe 


international Set, play by Louis Kronenberger, Time, no longer on Kermit Bloom- 
garden's production schedule..eHilda Crane will be filmed...eANTA's second play The 
Celler and the Well will be pleyed at 5830 FileeeCBS Public Service program was devot- 
ed to "You and the World of GBS" for five eveningss.eeGeorge Jessel proposed. a "Show 
Business Hell of Fome" on CBS-TV "This is Saow Business".,eSix anti-smerican plays 
will be seen in Albenia this season.e,-Theatre Arts Books published "Theatre Arts An- 
thology” ond “liusical Comedy in America"..eBillboard magazine will be used as basic 
of TV program format in Hollywood via KTTV...Rumors persist that Shuberts may buy 
half interest in Show of lhionth Club...The Happy Time has earned its first’ million. 
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